
St. Andrew's Hespeler Presbyterian Church 
73 Queen St. E., Cambridge, ON 
N3C2A9 (519)658-2652 
www.standrewshespeler.ca 

Advent Edition, 2014 



The Nativity Scene 



Scott McAndless 



Ever since the nativity scene had first been 
installed in its place of honour on the coffee table, 
it had acted like a magnet for the children who 
lived in the household. How could they possibly be 
satisfied with just setting up the figures in a 
pleasant arrangement around the Christ child in 
the manger? 

On the first day of Christmas all of the figures - 
shepherds, wise men, angels, sheep, cattle, camels 
and even Joseph - were discovered all standing 
one long line. Mary was kneeling slightly in front 



of the manger. It 
charging 
come all/' she 
the newborn 
king, only $10 
You'll never see 
such a bargain 
again!" 

On the second day of 
Christmas it 
appeared as if the 
figures 
had 
been 
frozen 
in the 

middle of a football game. 



looked as if she were 
admission. "Come one, 
seemed to say, "see 




The wise men and angels were in a huddle over 
here, the shepherds and the livestock in a huddle 
over there. Mary and Joseph seemed to be 
referees and the baby Jesus was propped up, 
looking on as a spectator. I felt sorry for the poor 
little sheep lying on the fifty yard line. 

On the third day of Christmas, they were holding a 
party. Someone had gone to a lot of trouble. They 
all had on little tiny party hats and there was a 
banner strung up over the top of the stable. 
"Happy Birthday Jesus," it said. In the centre of it 
all, on a toy plate, fresh and warm from the Easy 
Bake Oven and decorated with colourful icing, was 
a birthday cake. 

On the fourth day of Christmas the camels 
seemed to have 
taken up 
sidence on 
the roof of 
the 
stable. 
Mary and 
Joseph 
and the 
child 
had 

moved into the Easy Bake oven next 
door where they had opened a fast food 




restaurant. And the wise men, shepherds and angels were playing ring-around-the-rosy underneath 
the Christmas tree. How the sheep ended up in the refrigerator, no one knew. 

It was on the fifth day of Christmas that the littlest shepherd lost his head. Miraculously, no one knew 
how it had happened or where the head had ended up. He was just standing there headless in the 
centre of the nativity scene. And somehow no one had the heart to throw him out. In fact, ever since 
that day he had become the centrepiece of the whole nativity scene. 

People noticed of course. When guests dropped in for a Christmas visit, many of them asked about the 
little shepherd and why he was there - and where was his head anyway? At first we didn't know what 
to say, but after a while we just started to reply, "What? Do you mean to say that you've never heard 
the tale of the headless shepherd and how he came to be at the manger when Jesus was born?" But, 
then, of course, people started asking to hear the story and before long we had to make one up... 



Our Thursday Night Supper & Social group will be celebrating Christmas soon. The celebrations with all 
of the people from our community who come out to join us on Thursday evenings are an essential part 
of what makes Christmas so meaningful for our congregation. There are lots of opportunities for you 
to join in the joy and celebration. 

• Preparation & wrapping of gift baskets will take place on the evening of Wednesday, December 3 rd . 

• The baskets and gifts for adults will be distributed at the supper of December 11 th . 

• The feast with turkey and all the fixings, a special visitor and gifts for all the children will be at the 
supper of December 18 th . 



To Be Continued 



A Merry TNS&S Christmas to all 




Extra help at the dinners and special gifts of money, groceries 
and items for the baskets are always appreciated but particularly 
so at this time of the year. It is also a great joy to be able to 



share the love of Christ in such a practical way. Please speak to 
Shirley Love (519-658-2210) if you want to volunteer. Here is a 
list of items that are especially helpful at this time of year. 



Christmas shopping list for Thursday Night Supper & Social : 
Ladies': socks, gloves, deodorant; Men's: deodorant, gloves, 
shaving cream, soaps, body wash. Tooth brushes and tooth 
paste, shampoos, cleaning products, dish soap, laundry 
detergent, softener; candles; cans of soup, tomatoes, 
vegetables, dried pasta, crackers, tea, coffee, jams, pkgs of 
oatmeal, tins of fruit, cereal, rice; canned: tuna, salmon, chicken, 
ham; Kkeenex, toilet paper; Christmas oven mitts, small boxes of 
chocolates, small items for making gift baskets. 



The Tale of the Headless Shepherd 



Scott McAndless 



When Jesus was born in Bethlehem, there were shepherds out in the fields keeping watch over their 
flocks by night. And Harry was out there with them. Not that he was much of a shepherd. In fact, he 
had been voted worst shepherd of the year for three years running which was a record. Sheep under 
the staff of Harry just had a habit of going missing. 

He didn't try to lose them. Every night as he set out he vowed that he wouldn't let a single one out of 
his sight for a moment. But something always came along to distract him and before long he was 
watching the flight of the birds in the sky or on his knees looking at the ants hard at their work. He 
simply got carried away by the life and beauty that surrounded him. And meanwhile the sheep 
wandered off as sheep will always do if you give them half a chance. 

Of course, it wasn't just sheep that Harry lost. He was always misplacing his staff, his bathrobe, the tea 
towel that he wore on his head. People were always saying to him, "Harry, you'd lose your head if it 
wasn't attached." And it was so true that the name stuck. Everyone called him the headless shepherd, 
or "Headless" for short. 

When the angel chorus appeared above the grazing fields, therefore, it was not surprising that 
Headless Harry was the first one to see them. (He had been, after all, lying on his back counting the 
stars.) And when he heard the music of the angels and heard the surprising but wonderful news of the 
birth of a saviour - someone who could save the likes of them - he was swept away. 

The other shepherds held a staff meeting as soon as the angels left. How could it be, they wanted to 
know, that the Messiah would be laid in a manger and not in a golden cradle? And why would angelic 
messengers be sent to bring the 

news to such people as them? That IWEREtfPFUtf.COM COPYRIGHT BlPLE ©AWAY 
didn't seem right. Maybe it was just 
a big practical joke being played on 
them by the shepherds over on the 
next plain. And what were they 
supposed to do with their flocks 
while they walked into Bethlehem? 
They might be gone for hours and 
by the time they got back, the 
sheep might have wandered as far 
as Timbuktu. 

But while all of the others debated 
all of the reasons why they 
shouldn't go to see this wonder 
that had allegedly taken place, 
Headless just kept on repeating, 
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'Let's go to Bethlehem and see this STAFF ^AEETl NG 



thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 



"Oh, Headless/' said all the others, "you always were like that. Don't you realize that life is not just a 
sight-seeing tour? There are all kinds of practical details and worries that responsible 
people like us have to deal with. You wouldn't understand." 




And do you know what the headless shepherd said? "Do you think that I don't realize 
that I get so caught up in the wonders of life that surround us that I let other things 
slip? Instead of hurrying to get to an appointment on a rainy day, I end up playing in 
the puddles. Instead of getting my house all tidy and neat, I usually end up playing a silly game for 
hours on end. If the world were filled with people like me, nothing would ever get done. 

"And, I also know that when things happen I often react with far too much innocence. I take people at 
their word. If a shepherd's pie were to drop on my head, I would just eat it, I would even think about 
asking where it had come from. I don't examine the good things that come my way and convince 
myself that I don't deserve them. And I'll admit that this attitude has caused me my share of troubles - 
though it has also given me a lot of enjoyment of the simple things in life. 

"My approach to life may not be the best. Indeed, it may be a disaster half the time. But I do know one 
thing: sometimes when God does something really extraordinary - when God touches a life or a 
people in an incredible way, it's not enough to simply respond with your head - not enough to just 
think on it. You've got to lead with your heart. And maybe understanding 
and reason will come afterwards and maybe it won't but that is not 
really what matters most. 

"When God is at work in this world, you've got to make sure that 
whatever you do, you are a part of it. You drop everything and 
leave your head behind if you have to but you make sure that you 
are there." 

And so it was that, for once anyway, the other shepherds realized 
that Headless Harry had got it right. And they went and they saw and 
they returned rejoicing and bearing a message of hope. And, yeah, there 
were parts of what they had seen that they never really understood. 
And, yeah, a few sheep had wandered off while they were gone and 
weren't found, some of them, for weeks. But once in a while you run 
into something that is more important, even than that. 



And so if, in your household, you ever happen to find in your nativity 
scene a headless shepherd, a three legged donkey or a Mr. Potato Head 
looking on in wonder at the newborn child, recognize what you have 
seen as a blessing. As we let children work the wonder of play, 
creativity and imagination on Christmas, they might make a few 
theological mistakes and a few heads may fall, but they may also 
lead us deeper into the truths of Christmas than we have ever 
dared to go on our own. 
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Christian Education News! 



Joni Smith 

The Christian Education Committee is excited to begin the process of modernizing our current nursery 
& toddler facility and programs. Through lots of research, conversations with families who 
use these programs, and a conversation with a newly expectant couple we have 
identified some areas that could use some updating and change. Over the next couple 
of months we will be implementing some of these changes. We ask families to 
continue being patient as we make these changes. In the new year you will all be 
invited to celebrate with us at a Grand Re-opening, where we will celebrate our 
past and look forward to the future! More news and information will be made 
available in your bulletins and future newsletters. Thank you, to 
everyone who helped us make plans, your Christian Education 

Committee; Joni Smith, Laura Einwechter, Carol Johnston, Lori Marsh 




and Nancy English. 



Mark your calendars. On Saturday, February 14 we will celebrate 
Family Day! This will be a day for the whole family (in whatever form 
that might be; singles, couples, families and friends). The Mission & 
Outreach Committee is planning a day of fun and games followed by a 
potluck dinner together. More news will come in January. 
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The Mission & Outreach Committee is planning | 
on offering a lunch for Food Bank clients on 
Food Bank Thursdays, starting in January. We 
I will provide these lunches for a trial period of 
January to May. The food will be provided for 
us. Food Bank is every other Thursday. These 
lunches will be nourishing, but simple (perhaps 
sandwiches, buns). If you think you can help 
with this, please speak with Joni Smith or Jean 
Godin. 




Julia and Suzy run the food bank for the Cambridge 
Self-Help Food Bank every second Thursday at 
St. Andrew's Hespeler. Scores of local families 
benefit from this vital ministry each month and it is 
a wonderful privilege to be part of it. 




The choirs of St. Andrew's Hespeler have been working very hard to prepare for us a very special 
service on Sunday, December 21 in the morning at 10:00 am. 

A service of Lessons and Carols is a traditional service of Christian worship that celebrates the birth 
of Jesus by retelling the story of the fall of humanity, the promise of the Messiah, and the birth of 
Jesus in short Bible readings from Genesis, the prophetic books and the Gospels, interspersed with 
the singing of Christmas carols, hymns and choir music. 

The format for this type of Christmas service was first created by Edward Benson, later Archbishop of 
Canterbury but at that time Bishop of Truro, in Cornwall, for use on Christmas Eve 1880. Tradition 
says that he organized a 10:00 p.m. service on Christmas Eve in a temporary wooden structure 
serving as his cathedral and that the purpose of the service was to keep men out of the pubs. 

Lessons and Carols most often occur in Anglican churches. However, numerous Christian 
denominations have adopted this service, or a variation on this service, as part of their Christmas 
celebrations. This year our own very talented Music Director, Corey Cotter 

Linforth has adapted the traditional forms of this 




worship service for our choirs and congregation. You 
^ will greatly enjoy the familiar carols, the soaring 
Jbjr^^ anthems and inspiring words that will reaffirm 
your faith this Christmastime. 

, Our very special musical guests for this 
L exceptional service will be Ella Weber on the 
violin, and Cynthia Steele on the cello . 





Hope and Light on the Longest Night of the Year 



It is often said that Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year and indeed it is for so many of us. 
But the season is not always filled with joy for everyone. Because of all the high expectations built into 
the season, it is not uncommon for many to feel crushing disappointment when the reality doesn't live 
up to their expectations. Also it tends to be a season when people feel the absence of those people in 
their lives who have passed on or moved on most keenly. Recognizing this, St. Andrew's holds a service 
on the longest night of the year, December 21 st , to minister to all those who struggle at Christmastime 
for many different reasons. 

We are very pleased to 
announce that our guest 
musician at this year's 
service will be Ruth Mar Tarn. 

Ruth is a very talented harpist who 
has performed as a soloist in the US, 
Toronto, and Israel, including 
concerto appearances alongside 
the University of Washington! 
Symphony, Rainier Symphon\ 
and Thalia Symphony. If you 
would like to see her in 
action, a video of her playing | 
the Alberto Ginastera Harp 
Concerto with the University 
of Washington Symphony has been posted on the church's webpage (look under "News.") 

We hope and pray that this service will be a great blessing to you in many ways. It will be an 
opportunity to honour those whom you have lost in your life, to bring all your fears and anxieties and 
lay them before the throne of God almighty. We hope you can join us at 7:30 pm on the longest night 
of the year. 

We are happy to say that two of our 
Deacons, Kathy Clack and 
Joanne Waugh, will be 
providing childcare, in the 
foyer, during this service. 
Children are invited to come in 
their pajamas and watch a 
movie. The Deacons feel that 
providing childcare is a way to 
show you that we care about our 
families. 





Membership 

It had been our intention to offer 
membership classes for a number of 
adults who had expressed interest 
this fall. For various reasons, this 
class did not come together during 
the fall and we are planning to put 
together a class for February of 2015. 
Please speak to the minister or to 
Joni Smith for more information. 



Warmth Shared in so Many Ways 




It is hard to believe now but one year ago, we 
were wondering how we would ever solve our 
serious heating problem. The work that needed 
to be done was daunting enough and the bill to 
pay for all the work seemed huge. But here we 
are at the end of 2014 and the work has all been 
accomplished (except for the Fellowship Room 
and a few other details). Everything has been 
finished so beautifully and functionally. 

It is impossible to adequately 
thank everyone who helped to 
accomplish this. The members of 
the Operations Committee as well as many volunteers from inside and 
outside the congregation did so much to accomplish and manage all of 
the work. There were a number of unexpected challenges (e.g. 
collapsing ceilings) that led to extra expenses. There were also a ^ 
few decisions made along the way (e.g. refinishing the hall OX 
floor) that greatly enhanced the work but that had not been 
envisioned at the beginning. Nevertheless despite all of the extra 
costs, all bills have now been paid and no outstanding debt remains. 

We are extremely thankful for all of the support that has been shown from the congregation. It is a 
wonderful testimony to your commitment to and love for this congregation and its mission. 



And let's not forget why we undertook this work in the first place. We didn't just want to fix up our 
aging building, we wanted to enhance our facilities so that they may be part of our ministry where we 
Share the Warmth of God's love in our community and the world. We have kept that goal before us 
throughout that process and are very excited now to see how God is using what has been 
accomplished to do exactly that through our various ministries. God is good. 



Stewardship Update 

The congregation has indeed been faithful in responding to the challenge that was posed by our Share 
the Warmth Campaign. It is perhaps not surprising that, as we have put so much emphasis on that 
need, we have indeed fallen behind in terms of meeting our goals for regular givings that support our 
operating budget. We approach the end of the year with a serious deficit. We do want to draw the 
attention of the congregation to this need at this point. We need to ask you to consider if you can 
make a special gift, make an increase of your regular givings or to step up in other ways to make sure 
that we close this year as strongly as we have made if through to this point. 



Have you started your Christmas shopping yet? Would you be willing to 
add an extra item or two to your list? There are two options to choose 
from. The first option: this year our gifts will provide some 
Christmas help for the people in our community who come 
to Thursday Night Supper & Social. A list is available 
at the back of the sanctuary. The second option: 
Winnipeg Inner City Missions is in need of financial 

support. If you would like more information about what WICM does, please go to 
www.wicm.ca. (Please make cheques out to St. Andrew's Hespeler, marked 
WICM). 





As you will recall, this past summer we sent a mission team to the ^ 

Winnipeg Inner City Mission. While they were there they worshipped 

with the congregation that meets in the Place of Hope, part of that 

mission. I 

We are very pleased to hear that the Presbytery of Winnipeg has now 

established the Sunday worship group of Winnipeg Inner City Missions jjf^ J^ \ f 4 

(WICM) as a congregation of The Presbyterian Church in Canada. It will 

be known as "Place of Hope Presbyterian Church." | 

The Reverend Dr. Margaret Mullin (pictured on the right) will be the f'. flt j f 

moderator of session. Four ruling elders, chosen through an election by i .^k 

the 42 founding members, will be ordained; three of the four are First H H^k J 

Nations members from the congregation being established. F^iA 

This First Nations church group will gain the full rights and responsibilities that every other 
Presbyterian congregation has. This will be the second Aboriginal congregation in the PCC. \ 
celebrate this important milestone with the "Place of Hope Presbyterian Church." 





Copies of the book, Caesar's Census, God's 
Jubilee written by our minister, Rev. Scott 
McAndless, are available for your Christmas 
reading or gift giving. You can find it in the 
church library, the Cambridge Library or speak 
to the Scott if you would like to purchase a 
copy. A featured interview with Scott about his 
book will appear in the December issue of the 
Presbyterian Record. A video of the interview 
(mixed with scenes created by our own 
St. Andrew's Stars) will also appear on the 
Record's Website. (Go to St. Andrew's website 
to find links). 




Family Advent Service (December 14) 




Please plan to attend our Family Advent Service on 
December 14th at 10:00 am. This is always a special 
service where we all participate in worship. After the 
service is over there will be special activities for the 
children and a very special visitor! While all this is 
happening we will be enjoying lunch together. 
Soulidified (our youth group) will be organizing the 
lunch. If you are able, please bring finger foods, such as 
sandwiches, to share with everyone. Please no peanut 
products. Lunch will be rounded out by the Fellowship 
Committee providing us with Cake Sunday (we will 
celebrate October, November and December birthdays). 



Annual Meeting 



Huge Thank You from The Meat Pie Ladies 



The Session is planning for the next Annual 
Meeting to follow the same format as the last 
one early next year. There will be a meeting for 
all those who want to discuss the financial details 
of the reports on the Wednesday evening before 
the main meeting. The main meeting will be after 
Sunday morning worship and will be, above all, a 
celebration of what God 
has done among us during 
the previous year. Once 
again, the groups and 
committees in the church 
will be invited to share 
their celebrations with the 
whole congregation. The 
session has not yet set the 
date for these meetings 
but will soon and will 
update the congregation 
as soon as possible. 



Christmas Day there will be a completely 
informal service at the church at 11 am. 

Just come as you are. Pyjamas are 
welcome — even encouraged! You will 

also have the chance to choose the carols 
we sing and to volunteer to read. If you 
can come, it is just a wonderful relaxed 

celebration of the coming of the Messiah. 



We have been blessed for over 25yearrs with the ability to make 
meat pies. We thank God for the many hands that have helped 
turkeys, preparation and the 
distributing of the pies. A special 
thank you to all who over the years 
have purchased the pies. The Beth 
Mcintosh group was able to support 
the church financially as well as 
purchasing much needed items 
because of all who helped. 

Yours In His Service , 

The Beth Mcintosh Group. 
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Upcoming Events 



Please make sure you are part of these fun and meaningful events in the life of our church. 



Date 


Place 


Time 


Event 


Wed. Dec 3 


Foyer 


6 pm 


Wrapping of baskets and gifts for TNSS 


Sat Dec 6 


Queen St. 


11 am 


Come out to cheer on St. Andrew's Float in the Santa 
Clause Parade. 


Sun Dec 7 


Sanctuary 


10 am 


Second Sunday in Advent. Sacrament of Communion 


Thurs Dec 11 


Gymnasium 


5:15 


Thursday Night Supper & Social Christmas party for adults 


Sun. Dec 14 


Sanctuary 


10 am 


Family Sunday celebration followed by Cake Sunday and a 
special visitor 


Thurs Dec 18 


Gymnasium 


5:15 pm 


Turkey dinner and Children's celebration for the Thursday 
Night Supper and Social 


Sun. Dec 21 


Sanctuary 


10 am 


A service of Lessons and Carols 


Sun. Dec 21 


Sanrtuarv 

jai iLiuai y 


7*30 nm 


A ^prv/irp nf 1 i^ht and Hnnp on thp 1 nnpp^t Ni^ht nf thp 

f \ JCl V ILC \J I Llgl 1 L al IU 1 IU|JC Ul 1 Lilt LL/I IgCJl INIgllL Ul Lilt 

Year 


Thurs Dec. 24 


Sanctuary 


6 pm 


Family Christmas Eve Service 


Thurs Dec. 24 


Sanrtuarv 

jai iLiuai y 


8 pm 


CanHlplipht Communion Sprv/irp for Chri^tma^ F\/p 
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Fri Dec 25 


Sanctuary 


11 am 


Come-as-you are Christmas Morning Service 


Sun Dec 28 


Sanctuary 


10 am 


End of the Year Worship Service 


Sat Jan 24 


Lower Hall 


8:30 am 


Workshop for Committees and groups. 


Sat Feb 14 


Lower Hall 


TBA 


Family Fun Day activities and celebration 


Tue Feb 17 


Gymnasium 


5:15 pm 


Pancake Supper (Day before the beginning of Lent) 


Feb Date to be 
announced 


Foyer 




Membership Class 



JHe Setdicn, tDeacant and Staff, of St CLncfoew'd PveA&yi&aim QJhwtch 
whh yxui cdi a uwy, wwtm and memy, C/hhtmad Season* 



The Back Page 



| Well, you have now read through this entire newsletter. Now let's see how much of it you remember. 
Can you fill out this whole crossword puzzle without looking back? 




! ACROSS 

1 
16 

8 

10 
11 
12 



Dr. Margaret 

Where the sheep ended up 
Harry the Shepherd's nickname 
Committee that oversaw the renovations 
What kids can wear the evening of December 21 
Ruth Mar Tarn 



DOWN 
12 
3 
4 
5 
7 
9 



December 21 is the 



night of the year. 



Where Jesus was born 

In this room, renovations are not yet completed 
This group has long been famous for their pies 
Served here on December 18th 
Bishop of Truro, Archbishop of Canterbury 





